Extended Essay: Rising Seniors
Close Reading and Examination of Criteria B and C

Activity: For the summer assignment, seniors will engage in a source evaluation and use. This exercise is designed to support students’ own work in the EE Criteria B and C. 

Instructions: Please read the following excerpts concerning criteria B and C from the Extended Essay Examiners. Then work through the questions below. 
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1. Please summarize what you learn here about sources and your “knowledge claims” within the paper.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Please summarize here what you learn about sources and their use. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summer Assignment: 

3. Locate two new sources for your EE which include knowledge that you can cite and apply to the evidence you have compiled within your own EE draft thus far. Add this new source material to your EE work. Bring your EE to reflect on appropriately with your EE mentor when you return from summer break. Be prepared to defend your sources and explain your application and analysis of their work to your own EE work. Your adviser will review the Criteria B and C with you this fall. 

Sample for a history paper:

	Source
	Knowledge 
	Application of Knowledge to a Paper

	Krippendorff, K. (2004) Content Analysis An Introduction to its Methodology. Sage Publications. Thousand Oaks, CA.

	Krippendorff (2004) identifies six steps to use when analyzing a written text. These six steps are: unitizing, sampling, coding the text, inferring information, and narrating an answer.  
	I applied Krippendorff (2004) to my newspaper text evidence. I followed the steps he laid out. 
(**Directly explain all six steps from Krippendorff (2004) and tell your reader the way you applied them and what you found.)



My topic:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New Source 1 : ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New Source 2:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Rubric for Criteria C and B:
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Advisors: Please assess your student’s completion of the summer activity using the EE criteria B and C with total possible points of (6 + 12) 18.

Total Points __________________  / 18
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Level

12

Descriptor of strands and indicators
‘The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below.

Knowledge and understanding is limited.
+ The application of source material has limited relevance a

only partally
approprate to the esearch question.

- Knowledge of thetopic/discipline(sissue is anecdotal, unstructured and mostly
descriptive with sources not effectively being used.

Use of terminology and concepts is unclear and limited.
+ Subjectspecific terminology and/or concepts are either missing or inaccurate,

demonstrating limited knowledge and understanding.

Knowledge and understanding is good.

+ The application of source material is mostly relevant and appropriate to the
research question.

+ Knowledge of the topic/discipline(s)/issue is clear; there is an understanding of
the sources used but their application is only partialy effective.

Use of terminology and concepts is adequate.

+ The use of subject-specifc terminology and concepts is mostly accurate,
demonstrating an appropriate level of knowledge and understanding.

Ifthe topic or research question is deemed inappropriate for the subject in

‘which the essay is registered no more than four marks can be awarded for
this criterion.
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Knowledge and understanding is excellent.

+ The application of source materials is clearly relevant and appropriate to the
research question.

+ Knowledge of the topic/discipline(s)/issue i clear and coherent and sources are
used effectively and with understanding.

Use of terminology and concepts is good.

+ The use of subject-specific terminology and concepts is accurate and consistent,
‘demonstrating effective knowledge and understanding.
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Criterion C: Critical thinking

This criterion assesses the extent to which critical-thinking skills have been used to analyse and evaluate:
the research undertaken.
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Descriptor of strands and indicators

‘The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below.

‘The research i limited.

+ The research presented islimited and ts application to support the argument is
ot clearly relevant to the research question.

Analysis is limited.

+ There s limited analysis.

- Where there are conclusions to individual points of analysis these are limited

‘and not consistent with the evidence.

Discussion/evaluation islimited.

+ An argument is outlined but thisi limited, incomplete, descriptive or narrative
innature.

+ The construction of an argument s unclear and/or incoherent i structure.

hindering understanding.

+ Where there is  final conclusior ited and not consistent with the

‘arguments/evidence presented.
+ There s an attempt to evaluate the research, but thisis superficial.
Ifthe topic or research question is deemed inappropriate for the subjectin

‘which the essay is registered no more than three marks can be awarded for
this criterion.
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‘The research is adequate.
- Some research presented is appropriate and its application to support the

‘argumentis partially relevant to the research question.
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« There s analysis but this is only partially relevant to the research question; the
inclusion ofelevant research detracts from the qualiy of he argument.

+ Any conclusions to individusl points of analysis are oly partaly supported by
the evidence.

Discussionlevaluation is adequate.

- An argument explins the research but the ressoning contains inconsistencies.

- The argument may lack clarity and coherence but thisoes notsigrificantly
hinder understanding.

- Where there i inal or summative conclusion,tiss oy partalyconsistent
with the arguments/evidence presented.

- The research has been evalusted but not crically.
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The research is good.
+ The majority of the research is appropriate a
argumentis clearly relevant to the research qu

application to support the

Analysis is good.

+ The research s analysed n a way that s clearly elevant to the research
question;the inclusion ofessrelevant esearch rarely detracts from the quality
ofthe overal analysis.

+ Conclusions toindividualpoints of analysis are supported by the evidence but
there e some minor inconsistencies.

Discussionlevaluation is good.

- Aneffectve reasoned argument is developed from the research,vith a
conclusion supported by the evidence presented.

- Thisressoned argument s clearly structured and coherent and supported by a
final or summative conclusion; minor inconsistencies may hinder thestrength of
the overall argument.

+ The research has been evaluated, and this s partially crtical.
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10-12

The research s excellent.

- The research s appropriate o the research question and its pplicaion to
support the argument s consstently elevart.

Analysis is excellent.

- The research s analysed effectively and cleary focused on the research
question;the inclusion ofessrelevant esearch does not significantly detract
fromthe quality of the overal analyss.

- Conclusions toindividualpoints of analysi ae effectively supported by the
evidence.

Discussion/evaluation is excellent.
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Criterion B: knowledge and understanding

The application of sources to support knowledge and understanding is central. Knowledge
claims should be substantiated, and demonstrating understanding should be supported by the.
sources. Simply recounting primary or secondary sources is insufficient. The sources need to
be applied to the student's own thinking.

Where students were awarded lower marks for this criterion, this was often due to a poor
selection of sources that could not be effectively applied to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding. Most students had a good knowledge of their topic but this was not always.
inked to the sources, so claims came across as generalizations without academic
underpinnings, resulting in a descriptive essay.
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Criterion C: critical thinking

The application of sources to support analysis, argument and evaluation is central here.
‘Sources should be used to support critical thinking.

Essays achieving the higher marks here were often confidently expressed, underpinned by a
clear argument which was supported by appropriate and careful research.

The main issue for students with this criterion was the tendency to describe rather than
analyse and evaluate. Conclusions were often repetitions of key ideas rather than syntheses.
that also offered limitations of research and unanswered questions.

Students must ensure they select appropriate secondary sources to support the argument
they are making, in the discipline they are writing about. For example,  literary investigation
should not have a multitude of sources that are solely historical or sociological.
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Criterion B: Knowledge and understanding

“This criterion assesses the extent to which the research relates to the subject area/discipline used to
explore the research question,orn the case of the world studies extendied essay,the issue addressed
and the two disciplinary perspectives applied, and additionally the way in which this knowledge and
understanding is demonstrated through the use of ppropriate terminology and concepts.




