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From Yasmin
As we close out our 2016-17 school year and embark on the 2017-18 school 

year, I have so many things to be proud of and to share with you.  Uplift 

Education continues to achieve success academically and raise the bar higher 

each year.  This past year, our seniors posted the highest network ACT average in 

our organization’s history at a 22.5 with 62% of our seniors 

achieving a college-ready ACT score.  As in years past, many 

of our high schools were recognized nationally as top public 

schools in the nation, and once again, we achieved 100% 

college acceptance. Our graduates are continuing to persist 

in college and earning degrees at a rate over seven times the 

national average for low income students.  

Equally as important as academic achievement is the fact 

that our scholars are growing into mature, compassionate, and globally-minded citizens, 

due in part to our International Baccalaureate® focus.  IB® helps our scholars understand 

the importance of reaching out and becoming involved. Our schools are becoming 

extensions of the neighborhoods in which they reside, and the impact and creativity is 

being felt far beyond our walls.  

This year’s report is dedicated to the communities that have welcomed and 

supported our scholars and schools.

Sincerely,

Yasmin Bhatia, CEO

On The Cover

Uplift Heights scholars Gerardo Cuenca, Whitney Butler, and 

Jailyn Dukes pose in front of the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge which 

spans the Trinity River, connecting downtown Dallas to West 

Dallas.  Uplift Heights Preparatory was established in 2010 in the 

long-overlooked West Dallas neighborhood.  Now seven years 

later, the school operates on two campuses and educates over 

1,700 scholars.  Uplift Heights  is proud to be a part of the area’s 

revitalization and regularly participates in community activities.
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Making Their Mark
Uplift Luna Secondary opened its doors in Deep Ellum in 2010. A neighborhood known 

for its music, food, and tattoo shops was an unlikely location for a school, but over the 

years the school has connected with the area and its tenants and has become a fixture of 

the small community.

This past year the Deep Ellum Foundation reached out to Uplift Luna’s graphic design 

teacher, Aaron Garcia, with a proposal for Uplift Luna scholars to showcase their art on 

banners that would be displayed throughout the neighborhood. Mr. Garcia loved the idea 

of inspiring his fledgling graphic design scholars to connect to the community.

“We were just starting to learn Photoshop and 

then we were approached with this task,” said 

12th grader Guadalupe Ledezma. “We learned 

along the way, and Mr. Garcia guided us by 

showing us different skills.” 

The class went out into the neighborhood for 

inspiration and each scholar developed an art piece that reflected the rich history, culture, 

and diversity of Deep Ellum. 

“I’ve always been very passionate when learning about different cultures, and Deep Ellum 

hosts so much diversity,” said 12th grader Estrella Rojas.  “The merchants are all very nice 

to us in the area and understand that we are in school. I wanted to make sure to display 

everyone from cooks to business owners, rockers, bikers and more. I wanted to show the 

unity that Deep Ellum has.”

Four art pieces were selected that each demonstrated a piece of Deep Ellum in a unique 

way. Banners were displayed all summer on the lamp posts in the community, and are 

now placed on a rotating calendar to make regular appearances.

Uplift extends a big thanks to the Deep Ellum Foundation for the 

opportunity to collaborate within the community and help our 

scholars become globally-minded citizens!

Uplift Luna Secondary scholars Jocelyn Jimenez, Jazmin Roque, Guadalupe 

Ledezma, and Estrella Rojas had their designs chosen for banners that are 

regularly displayed on the streets of Deep Ellum in Dallas.   

Read more about their story by visiting our blog, Uplift Voices. 
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https://upliftvoices.wordpress.com/
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The IB® Link
If you’ve been connected with Uplift Education for any length of time, 

you are probably familiar with our push to become one of the largest 

International Baccalaureate® districts in the nation.  Why IB®?  An 

International Baccalaureate® education combines academic rigor with 

social and emotional growth, creativity, and global thinking. IB® helps 

scholars become not only problem-solvers, but also people who understand community, 

connection, and how they are a part of it all.

This past year we added nine more schools to our list of authorized schools, and ALL of 

our non-Diploma Programme high schools began their path toward DP authorization. 

International Baccalaureate® is a proven factor in our formula for success.

of Uplift primary 
and middle 

schools will be IB® 
authorized by the 

end of 2018.

of Uplift schools 
open five years or 
more are either IB® 
authorized or in the 

candidate phase.

of Uplift high schools 
are authorized or 
in the candidate 

phase to offer an IB® 
Diploma.

85% 100% 100%
Scholars earning an IB® Diploma...
...	 have the potential to earn up to 24 college credit hours. 

...	 are able to pass IB® exams and earn college credit 86% of the time vs. 49% 
passing rate on AP exams in Texas (Texas Education Agency, 2011).

...	 have higher college acceptance rates, especially to top colleges and universities.

...	 are more academically prepared for the rigors of a college course load, have the 
ability to manage their time better, and are prepared for exam-based grading 
systems.

...	 have a better grasp on career options and interests due to research and practical 
participation during high school.

...	 are excellent communicators, critical thinkers, and self-starters.

...	 graduate from 4-year institutions at a rate of 79% vs. 39% for those without an 
IB® diploma. (Bergon, 2015). 

The International Baccalaureate® is transformational for our scholars as they 

learn to engage, communicate, and become critical thinkers.  To see IB® in 

action, watch our IB® playlist on our YouTube channel.   

youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos

http://youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos


Uplift continues to increase the number of scholars we serve— 

17,500 for 2017-18—while maintaining quality instruction and 

a high level of achievement.  As we successfully preserve our 

close-knit community schools with a local connection, our 

national notoriety continues to make headlines.  This year we 

had four high schools earn a Gold rating from U.S. News and 

World Report, and six of our high schools were recognized 

nationally by The Washington Post. Uplift North Hills and Uplift Summit International were 

ranked in the top 25 in the nation!

Record-setting test scores, distinctions from the Texas Education Association, and 

increasing growth on primary and middle school assessment tests have highlighted a 

banner year.

37
primary, middle, and 
high schools serve 

the D/FW metroplex 
on 19 campuses for 

2017-18.

6
cities contain 

Uplift schools and 
support school 

choice options for 
families.

22.5
was the average 
score on the ACT 

by the Class of 
2017 (highest in 

our organization’s 
history).

62%
of the Class of 2017 

scored at or above the  
college-ready 

benchmark on the 
ACT college entrance 

exam.

519
scholars graduated 
in 2017 from seven 

high schools. 

$64M
in scholarships and grants 

were earned by the  
Class of 2017.

64%
of the Class of 2017 
are first generation
college attendees. 

70+16+9+4+1
1%- OTHER 

4%- WHITE

9%- ASIAN

16%- AFRICAN 
        AMERICAN 

70%- HISPANIC 

SCHOLAR DEMOGRAPHICS 2017-18

Class 
of

2016

86%

Class 
of

2015

79%

Class 
of

2014

73%

Class 
of

2013

68%

Class 
of

2012

68%

Class 
of

2011

69%

76%
of Uplift graduates are currently 
enrolled in college. The graph 
shows the percentage of our 

graduates who are either enrolled in 
college or have earned a degree.

Class 
of

2017

91%
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Paint The Town

When Will Harpham, Uplift Williams high school art teacher, was contacted by an artist 

friend about creating a mural for her studio in West Dallas, he immediately thought the 

project would be a perfect way for his scholars to practice their art and connect with the 

community. 

The scholars started the project by researching the history of West Dallas and its culture.  

Each section of the mural featured a different 

painting that reflected something unique, from 

cowboys and cacti to Bonnie and Clyde. 

Sixteen scholars were chosen as “lead designers.” 

Those winning artists took the lead on creating 

the themed sections of the mural, and another 

60 scholar volunteers helped paint the mural as a 

community service project. 

Not only did the scholars learn about the history 

and culture of West Dallas, but they also became a 

lasting part of a vibrant community and connect with the citizens of the area.

Measuring over 100 feet long, the outdoor mural took several weeks to complete and is 

titled “The Fabric of Dallas.”  It was featured as part of this year’s Art Walk West and 

can be viewed at 2345 Hardwick Street in Dallas.

Uplift Williams scholars Luis Guerrero, Alexis Jimenez, and Marlene 

Calzada were three of the artists on “The Fabric of Dallas” mural.  

To view the scholars in action, watch the Community Connection playlist 

on our YouTube channel.  youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos
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http://youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos
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Social & Emotional Learning
At Uplift, developing our scholars socially and emotionally is equally as important as 

developing them academically.  It is our goal for our scholars to be prepared academically 

for college while also becoming globally-minded citizens who are caring, principled and 

open-minded.  

By connecting our scholars with the community around them and exposing them to a 

variety of cultural opportunities, we give them the life skills to be comfortable in college 

and sensitive to the needs of others.  Our social and emotional learning programs don’t 

stop with our scholars, but continue to our staff and the community at large.  Browse the 

next page to learn how some of our programs are moving us forward in the field of social 

and emotional learning.

A Safe Space is a place 
where anyone can relax 

and be able to fully 
express himself or herself 

without fear of being made 
to feel uncomfortable, 
unwelcome, or unsafe. 

Bullying and harassment 
are not acceptable. Many 

of our teachers have undergone Safe Space 
training and several of our campuses have 
organized Safe Space groups to foster an 

atmosphere of inclusion.

Our Diversity, 
Equity, and 

Inclusion 
training is a 

multi-year 
phased 

training for 
teachers 

and staff to 
help them create an environment of 

involvement, respect, and connection. 
This foundational training is underway 
and will eventually roll out to all staff.

We are proud to be named as one of 
the pioneer districts to implement 

Rosalind Wiseman’s Owning Up 
curriculum.  Owning Up teaches young 

people to understand their individual 
development in relation to group 

behavior, the influence of social media 
on their conflicts, and the dynamics that 

lead to discrimination and bigotry.
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Clean and Connect
Uplift Pinnacle has existed in Oak Cliff since 2011 as a primary school.  When the decision 

was made to expand the school to middle and high school, a new Oak Cliff location was 

secured for the expansion.  Uplift Pinnacle Middle School opened in its new location this 

fall with 6th and 7th grade at the corner of Camp Wisdom and I-35E.  

Rachel Harris, Director of Uplift Pinnacle Secondary, knew that even though the 

school was just a few miles from the original campus, they would be newcomers in the 

neighborhood. “We wanted to reach out and help the neighborhood around us,” said Ms. 

Harris, “and give our scholars an opportunity to do some community service.”

Last spring the scholars and their families met at Glendale Park and spent the morning 

picking up fallen branches, paper, and candy wrappers left after a recent Easter egg hunt.  

It was a success and the scholars 

wanted to continue the project, so 

another park cleanup was held in 

November at Twin Falls Park with 

even more scholars and family 

members participating.  

“This ties directly to our core value 

of community,” said Ms. Harris. 

“The scholars and families enjoyed 

it so much that we wanted to 

make this a recurring project and 

an official relationship.” Working with the Parks and Recreation department, the school 

signed a Beautification Agreement with the City of Dallas in which they committed to 

helping or serving at a City of Dallas park at least two times a year.

Thanks to Uplift Pinnacle scholars and families for turning a “trashy” situation 

into a lasting community connection.
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Uplift Pinnacle Secondary scholars enjoy “hanging out” at one of 

their recent park cleanup projects.  To view the scholars in action, 

watch the Community Connection playlist on our YouTube channel. 

youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos

http://youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos
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Looking Ahead
New Schools

In order to support the growing demand for the high quality public education Uplift 

provides, we will be adding 7,000 new seats to the network over the next three years.  

The focus of our new school expansion will be in Fort Worth, where in the next four years 

six new schools will be added to provide additional choice for families.  Additionally, we 

plan to triple our number of ISD partnership schools in the next five years.

In the 2017-18 school year we opened Uplift White Rock Hills Primary in east Dallas with 

Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grades.  We also opened a new campus for Uplift Pinnacle 

Secondary in south Oak Cliff.  Both of these new schools will grow by adding a grade level 

each year to provide a full continuum of education.

A Model for Innovation

Our goal is for 70% of our graduates to earn a college degree within 6 years of 

graduation.  We know that’s no small task, as it is seven times the national average 

for low income students.  We also know that to accomplish this goal takes more than 

strong academic foundations.  For scholars to persist in college, they must be prepared 

academically, emotionally, socially and financially.  We have connected programs in place 

to address all of these needs for our scholars and families.   

To learn more, visit uplifteducation.org/model.

70%
Uplift Graduates
Earn A College

Degree
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Financially Sustainable
As in years past, Uplift maintains 

its investment-grade rating and 

continues to find innovative 

ways to bridge the funding gap 

created by state policies for 

charter schools. During the 85th 

Texas Legislative Session Uplift 

Education benefited from several 

bills that will provide additional 

financial support in the next 

biennium. We anticipate an 

added revenue of approximately 

$4 million annually which will 

help support Uplift’s ability to 

pay market rate salaries for our 

teacher and staff.  It will also help 

provide the necessary resources 

to achieve our goal of college 

success for our graduates.

Financial Summary for Fiscal Year 2017
Note:  Not final audited numbers.  Final audit will be available in January, 2018.

State Foundation School Funding 
84%

Private Philanthropic Donations 
7% 

Federal Funding 
5%

National School Lunch & Breakfast Program 
4%84+7+5+4+wREVENUE

School Salaries & Benefits 
57%

Other School Operating Expenses 
18%

CMO Staff & Operating Expenses 
12%

Interest on Debt & Bonds 
8%

Depreciation & Amortization 
5%57+18+12+8+5+wEXPENSES
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Board & Donors
We thank our Board of Directors for the 2017–18 school year who will help guide the strategic 
direction of our network.  

Without the generosity of our donors, Uplift would not be able to provide an education for the 
17,500 scholars enrolled in 2017–18. We extend a heartfelt thank you to the following donors for 
their generous 2016–17 gifts and lifetime donations over $25K to support Uplift’s mission.
A.L. Chilton Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Adams
Mr. William Addy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Agnich
Ms. Dolores Alcala
Ms. Kathryn Allen
AmerisourceBergen Specialty Group
Ms. Cory Ammons
Mr. and Mrs. William Anderson
Mr. Andrew Baca
Baird Foundation, Inc
Ms. Elizabeth Baker
Ms. Mya Baker
Bank of America
Ms. Gayle Barnes
Ms. Colleen Barrett
Ms. Rebecca Beasley
Ms. Cynthia Beck
Mr. John Beckert
Mr. Douglas Beers
Mr. Alan Bell
Ben E. Keith Company
Mr. Robert Bennett
Ms. Christi Berger
Mr. Evan Bernhoft
Mr. Perry Berns
Mr. and Mrs. Vikrant Bhatia
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Bigham
Mr. and Mrs. Pryor Blackwell
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Brawner

Dr. Eric Bricker
Ms. Carolyn Brim
Mrs. Diane Brooks
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. John Buck
Ms. Janice Bywaters
Ms. Janet Calkins
Ms. Anne Campbell
Capital For Kids
Capital One
Mr. Joe Carreon
Mr. and Mrs. W. Carey Carter
CFP Foundation
Ms. Julie Chaney
Charter School Growth Fund, Inc
CitySquare AmeriCorps
Mr. and Mrs. Cullum Clark
Mr. and Mrs. William Coffey
Ms. Brenda Cohenour
Communities Foundation of Texas
Compass Professional Health Services
Mr. and Mrs. George Conant
Ms. Brittney Little
Ms. Cathleen Crews
Mr. Robert Crews
Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Crow
Mrs. Dale Cullum
Ms. Barbara Daniel
Ms. Lisa Daniel
Mr. Christopher Davis

Ms. Leighton Dellinger
Ms. Angie Dickson
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dodd
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Dona
Ms. Daril Dorin
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Dunlap
Mr. and Mrs. George Dunlap
Ms. Jacqueline Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. John Edrington III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Edwards
Ms. Pam Ellerman
Ms. Laurie Elmore
Ms. Anne Erickson
Mr. Francisco Estrada
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Estrada
Mr. Collin Evans
Ms. Paige Farragut
Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Fetter
Mr. and Mrs. Andersen Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Flynn
Ms. Karen Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Frapart
Ms. Christine Frary
Ms. Madeline Freberg
Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Freeman II
Mr. and Mrs. Ardo Fuentes
Ms. Ashley Fuller
Mr. Anthony Galvan
Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Gandy
Ms. Catherine Gantt

Ms. Faith Geiger
Ms. Jane Gibson
Mr. Michael Giles
Mr. Charles Glover
Ms. Christina Goldberg
Mr. Leondardo Gonzalez
Mr. Eric Goodloe
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Govan
Grand Bank of Texas
Ms. Elizabeth Griffith
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Grisham
Mr. Tyler Grisham
Ms. Leslie Haas
Mr. John Hagan
Ms. Courtney Hall
Mr. John Hallam
Ms. Katherine Harris
Hawn Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hayes
Mr. Mark Hefflefinger
Mr. Daniel Heinrich
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Helfrich
Ms. Catherine Hempfling
Mr. and Mrs. John Henry
Mr. John Herald
Mr. Randall Hill
Ms. Sandra Hipps
HKS Architects, Inc.
Ms. Thu Ho
Ms. Annabel Hoffman

The Hillcrest Foundation

The Posey Leadership 
Enhancement Fund

The Mike and Mary Terry  
Family Foundation

Jake L. and Nancy B. Hamon 
Charitable Foundation

The Perot Foundation

The Rowling  
Foundation

Richard & Enika 
Schulze Foundation

Paul E. Andrews, Jr. Foundation

FOUNDATION
t h e  w i l l i a m s  f a m i l y

Ms. Bridget Hoffman
Ms. Jeniece Howe
Ms. Mary Hubbard
Ms. Cassie Hubbert
Ms. Sally Hubbert
Ms. Beth Huber
Ms. Anne Hudson
Ms. Talia Hudspeth
Ms. Amy Hughes
Ms. Leeanne Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Holley
J.P. Morgan
Mr. David Jackson
Ms. Kelsi Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jenevein
John and Pamela Beckert Family 

Foundation
Mr. Cameron Johnson
Mr. Randy Johnson
Ms. Simone Joyce
Mr. Robert Kaiser
Ms. Martha Kane
Ms. Barbara Jane Kaplan
Mr. Herbert Kelleher
Ms. Kamille Kemble
Mr. Kevin Bryant
Ms. Manushi Khasgiwala
Ms. Joi Kidd-Stamps
Ms. Marion Kistler
Kleinheinz Family Foundation for Arts and 

Education
Ms. Katherine Klingaman
Ms. Sophia Kwong
Ms. Justine LaManna
Ms. Kim Lammers
Ms. Julie Lasseter
Ms. Barbara Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Sansone
Ms. Nicole Lyons
Mr. Hugo Macias
Make It Count Family Foundation
Ms. Dawn Mann
Mr. and Mrs. George Manning

Mr. Cole Marlow
Mr. Charles Marsh
Ms. Amanda Martin
Mr. Charles Martin
Matejek Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Matthews
Mrs. Leslie McCall
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan McCrory
Ms. Callie McDole
Mr. Andre McEwing
Ms. Sharon McNearney
Mr. Chris McNeer
Mr. and Mrs. Barry McNeil
Mr. Nick Merrick
Ms. Amy Messersmith
Ms. Diana Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Minnehan
Ms. Ann Monroe
Mrs. Ruth Ann Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. George Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Moss
Munck Wilson Mandala
Mr. and Mrs. Will Mundinger
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Murtha
Ms. Mary Neely
Ms. Meagan Nelan
Mr. Brian Nelson
Mr. Mike Nolan
North Texas Community Foundation
Northpark Center
Mr. Brendan O’Connor
Ms. Sara Ortega
Ms. Maria Parigi
Ms. Susan Patterson
Paul E. Andrews, Jr. Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Payne
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Penn
Ms. Zulema Peralta
Perkins-Prothro
Ms. Ashley Peron
Mrs. Kimberly Pierce

Ms. Stephanie Pinkston
Pizza Hut
Ms. Karen Pollock
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Popolo
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Powell
Professional Enrollment Concepts
Ms. Carol Proffer
Mr. Ruben Ramirez
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Rathjen
Dr. and Mrs. Stu Ravnik
Mr. Gunnar Rawlings
Mr. and Mr. Randall Ray
Ms. Karen Reeder
Regions Insurance, Inc.
Richard and Enika Schulze Foundation
Ms. Nancy Rockwell
Ms. Debra Ropp
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rosalez
Rowling Foundation
Mr. Jojen Sam
Ms. Shanese Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Sargent
Schenkel, Kendall & Craig
Ms. Ann Schober
Mr. Frederic Scripps
Mr. Jeff See
Ms. Stacey Setzer
Ms. Carol Sharp
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Ms. Margery Skorburg
Mr. James Smith
Mr. Kurt Smith
Mrs. Mary Smith
SNAP! Event Productions
Mr. Scott Snyder
Ms. Brenda Solorzano
Ms. Anne Spradley
Mr. Christopher Stafford
Ms. Dina Steele
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Stevenson, II
Mr. John Szklarski
Mr. Brice Tarzwell and Mrs. Connie 

Stamets

Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Terry
Texas IB Schools
Texas Instruments Foundation
Ms. Nimisha Thakore
The Boone Family Foundation
The Harold Simmons Foundation
The Miles Foundation
The Morris Foundation
The Rainwater Charitable Foundation
The Roy Gene and Pamela Evans 

Foundation
Ms. Nicole Tietz
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Williams
Ms. Cameron Todd
Mr. Vincent Tran
Ms. Dawne Tribolet
Mr. Ed Tauriac
Mr. Jack Wade
Ms. Lisa Waldron
Mr. Gary Walker
Mr. and Mrs. David Wallenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ware
Ms. Frances Waters
Mr. and Dr. Jerry Weber
Wells Fargo Community Support 

Campaign
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wensinger
Westdale Properties America I, Ltd.
Ms. Michele Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Wiggins
Mrs. Marnie Wildenthal
Mr. Greg Wilkinson
Ms. Audrey Williams
Mr. Stephen Wise
Ms. Michele Woodhouse
Ms. Marilyn Wright
Ms. Cynthia Yared
Mr. and Mrs. James Yoder
Mr. Michael Young and Mrs. Cristina 

Barbosa
Yum! Brands Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Loyd Zisk

Melissa McNeil
Chairwoman of the Board  
Community Volunteer

Ryan Moss
Vice Chairman of the Board,  
Chief Financial Officer, Lucid Energy Group

Kay Allen
Certified Financial Planner,  
Aspen Wealth Management

Cristina Barbosa
Community Volunteer 

Kevin Bryant
Chief Counsel, Crow Holdings

W. Carey Carter
Retired Partner, Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Cullum Clark
President, Prothro Clark Company

George Conant
Partner, Tortilis Partners

Cathleen Crews
Banker, JP Morgan Private Bank

Tony Dona
Co-Founder, Thackeray Partners

Ossa Fisher
Senior Vice President and Chief Marketing 
Officer, Istation 

Richard Frapart*
Community Volunteer

Christine Frary
Community Volunteer

Dexter Freeman, II
Director of Intelligence, Innovation & 
Education, Greater Irving-Las Colinas - 
Chamber of Commerce

Ardo Fuentes
Financial Advisor, Merrill Lynch & Co. 

Michael Giles
Managing Principal, Right Management

Kenneth Govan
Area Manager, Oncor Electric

Cameron Johnson
CEO, NICKSON

Joi Kidd-Stamps
JKS Financial, LLC

Dawn Mann
Director of Advertising,  
Alpha Business Images, LLC

Andre McEwing
Supplier Diversity Manager,  
Tarrant County College District

Amy Messersmith
Chief People Officer, TDIndustries

Carol Proffer
Partner, Capstone

Stuart Ravnik
Ph.D., Associate Dean, Graduate School of 
Biomedical Science, UT Southwestern

Brunilda Santiago
Math Professor, Tarrant County College

James Stanton
Attorney 
Former Dallas County District Judge

Brice Tarzwell
Retired, Community Volunteer

Ed Tauriac 
Partner, Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Josh Terry
President, The Garden Group

Bruce Ware
Director, Davita Healthcare Partners

Mary Ellen Weber, Ph.D.
Managing Director, Stellar Associates 

Jack Wensinger
President, WillMax Capital Management

Michelle Wheeler
President and COO, Jackson Shaw

Donell Wiggins
Community Volunteer

Abigail Williams
Todd & Abby Williams Family Foundation

Thank you to our partners who have made gifts since our inception of $100K or more.
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Get Connected
Investing in Uplift Education accomplishes more than just opening new schools!  We 

work to develop globally-minded scholars who are college-ready, and who stay on track 

to earn a college degree.  While we have an amazing team of teachers and support 

staff, we also know that our goal cannot be reached without the support of community 

partners and volunteers. Uplift has a variety of opportunities to work with our schools 

and scholars, whether you simply spend 30 minutes reading to a child or share your life 

experience as a mentor to a high school scholar. 

We hope you will consider not only sharing your time and talent but also investing 

financially in Uplift.  Your dollars will be used to continue the development of new 

practices to further increase scholar achievement and, best of all, we will share those 

results with others so the impact can multiply.  Annually, Uplift receives 20,000 

applications for 2,500 scholar spots.  Your dollars will provide access to high quality 

education for North Texas’ highest need families.

To volunteer, contact:
Cassie Hubbert
Development Manager 
volunteer@uplifteducation.org 
or (469) 398-0084

For corporate gifts and partnership 
opportunities, contact:
Deborah Bigham  
Chief Development Officer
dbigham@uplifteducation.org 
or (469) 621-8493

To donate to Uplift Education,  
please visit:

www.uplifteducation.org/donate

Be a part of our mission.   
Be a part of our community.

See More Stories
We invite you to visit our YouTube channel and watch the Community Connection playlist 

for more stories about our scholars and how they are connecting to the community to 

become globally-minded citizens.

Visit youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos

Uplift Heights Primary’s West Dallas 
Community festival connects scholars to 
the members of their communities, and 
educates the community on what Uplift 

Heights has to offer. With face painting, a live 
DJ, and plenty of food, the festival was a hit with 
everyone who attended.

The International Fall Festival is one of 
Uplift Summit’s longest running annual 
traditions. The event encourages parents 
and community members to come to the 

campus, cook food reflective of their cultural, and 
partake in festival fun, including a haunted house 
and dancing.

Uplift William’s AP art scholars created 
some buzz after they partnered with 
Nature Nate’s honey to design some 
“sweet” packaging and marketing pieces.

http://youtube.com/uplifteducationvideos
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