
Annual Report

2014-2015

connections



Letter from our CEO

As we close out the 2014–15 school year and launch the 
20th year of Uplift Education’s existence, I am humbled 
by all we have achieved.  This past year we provided a 
quality, college-preparatory education to more than 12,000 
scholars in the D/FW metroplex.  We again had 100% of our 

urban graduates earn a college degree. 

We can stand proud in our 
numbers and all we have 
accomplished, but we have not 
done it alone.  We have worked 
hard to not exist in a bubble, 
but rather to join forces with 
organizations, communities, 
school districts, universities, 

experience that expands outside the classroom.  At the 
heart of our mission is to inspire a love of learning.  That 
means we want our scholars to learn about creativity, 
leadership, helping others, self-reliance, and global 
thinking.  We want to guide our scholars to be intelligent, 

connections help us realize that goal.

Sincerely,

Yasmin Bhatia

CEO, Uplift Education

Children’s Medical Center TeleHealth at Uplift Peak

Reading Partners at Uplift Williams

Yasmin and Dr. Susan Simpson Hull, GPISD 
Superintendent, at E2 Uplift Lee ribbon cutting



Our Network Uplift Education is a free, public charter school 
network serving the greater D/FW area.

The Uplift Education network has grown from a single school 
in 1996 to 14 campuses across the metroplex.  To start the 
2014-15 school year, we added a new community to the 
Uplift family with the opening of Uplift Grand in downtown 
Grand Prairie. The school started with grades K–2 and 6–7, 
and will eventually grow to a full K–12.  

This expansion led to a unique partnership with Grand Prairie 
ISD, resulting in a new K–2 school for 2015–16, Uplift Lee.  
See Our Partners page for more details on the Education 
Energized partnership.

Additionally, for 2015–16, we opened a K–5 feeder school 
for our Uplift Hampton school, Uplift Gradus.  This new 
campus, located in DeSoto, started as a Pre-K–2 and will 
expand to Pre-K–5.
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14 Campuses 2014-15
        new campuses for 2015-16

14
campuses

32
schools

74%
qualify for free/reduced lunch

1,428
dedicated teachers, staff and 

administrators

12,000
scholars

Covering two counties and six 
cities across North Texas  and 

utilizing environmentally 
conscious practices

serving the communities 
of Dallas, DeSoto, Irving, 
Arlington, Grand Prairie 

and Fort Worth

63% Hispanic
19% African-American

6% White
12% Asian, Indian and Other

1,846,566 healthy and 
nutritious meals were 

served to Uplift scholars 
in 2014–15

more than half of our leaders 
and administrators have 

taught at least 1 year in an 
Uplift classroom.



Our Highlights 100% of our graduates have been accepted to 
college for the past 7 years.

While our seniors continue to achieve stellar results, we know 
it is because they are well prepared once they reach their 
senior year.  We are continuing to see improvements at all 
grade levels, especially with those scholars who have been in 
our network for three or more years.

Here are some of our highlights:

$66 million
in scholarships & grants

75% 
received free money

65% 

65% 
were on free/reduced lunch

48% 
accepted to top 100 school

Class of 2015
419 graduates

77%
75%

89%

85%

STAAR Reading Results 2015
Percent of students passing exam in all grades.

STAAR Algebra I Results 2015
Percent of students passing exam in all grades.
NOTE:  In 2015, Algebra I was the only math exam that was validated by the state.  



Our big news for the year was the announcement of 
a strategic partnership with Grand Prairie ISD, named 

local districts work together in North 
Texas. The new initiative created a school-
within-a-school program run jointly 
by GPISD and Uplift at Lee Elementary 
School in Grand Prairie.

The Meadows Foundation invested 
$256,000 in the partnership, while Educate Texas, a public-
private initiative 
of Communities 
Foundation of Texas, 
contributed another 
$31,000 to help 
launch the initiative. 
Uplift Lee opened in 
August 2015 with 
grades K–2 alongside 
the existing K–5 GPISD program.

E2 has the full joint support of the GPISD and Uplift Board 
of Directors. Both are very interested to see what cross-
pollination will happen and what powerful ideas for student 
success will come out of the partnership.

ACH Child and Family Services
Blessings in a Backpack 
Boys and Girls Club of Greater Fort Worth 
Bridge Lacrosse
Brighter Bites 

Children’s Medical Center
Cook Children’s Hospital 
First Tee 
Literacy Instruction for Texas (LIFT) 
Mercy Street

North Texas Food Bank
Readers2Leaders
Reading Partners
Renaissance Heights United
Serve West Dallas 

Teen Trendsetters
Texas Wesleyan University  
The Concilio 
The School Zone
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

Trinity River Mission 
Vickery Meadows Learning Center
YMCA of Metropolitan Dallas 
YMCA of Metropolitan Fort Worth 

Our Partners enhanced educational experience to scholars.



As Uplift looks toward the future, our goals are ambitious, and 
we have clear steps in place to achieve those goals.  We have 
committed to four key strategies to take us into the next decade.

Equal Funding For Public Charters
Over the past several years, Uplift has become a leader in the 
advocacy arena and has made great strides for public charter 
schools alongside our charter partners.  Public charter 
schools are funded by the state at a rate of approximately 
$1000 less per student than traditional ISDs.  Our big 
goal is to work to change the state laws to provide equal 
funding for public charters, especially as it relates to teacher 
compensation.

International Baccalaureate (IB)
IB prepares our scholars for college through a rigorous, 
globally-focused education.  Uplift is continuing our focus of 
International Baccalaureate authorization for every campus.  
Currently, 50% of our middle schools are authorized and 
we expect 80% of our middle and primary schools to be 
authorized within the next two years, making us one of the 
largest IB districts in the state.   

Our Future Uplift is on track to become one of the largest 
IB districts in the state.

20K By 2020
Uplift continues to expand its scholar population.  In  
2015–16 we are serving 14,000 scholars.  We plan to open 
new campuses in the D/FW area and build out all of our 
existing campuses to serve 20,000 scholars by 2020.

Best Practices For All
While our scholars are our main focus, we are just as 
interested in sharing our best practices across all educational 
boundaries. We are passionate about providing all children 
in under-served communities with a high-quality education, 
which means extending our relationships with partners and 
other school districts to share what works for us and learn 
what works for them.



Our Sustainability

National School 
Lunch & Breakfast 

Program–4%
Federal Funding–5%

Private Philanthropic 
Donations–7%

State Foundation 
School Funding–84%

Depreciation & 
Amortization–5%

Interest on Debt 
& Bonds–9%

CMO Staff & 
Operating 

Expenses–11%

Other School 
Operating 

Expenses–20%

School Salaries
& Benefits–55%

Revenue                 Expenses

 As we grow, we take great care to balance growth with 

to maintain its investment-grade rating and develop 
innovative ways to bridge the funding gap created by state 
policies for charter schools.  This careful planning produces 
amazing results:

91% scholar retention rate 
means we can accurately project enrollment 

numbers for planning and budgeting purposes

$64,000,000 raised

20,000 seats
will provide more choices for families  

regardless of zip code



Your Time, Talent and Financial Investment 

While only 8% of high school graduates in the United States 
from urban areas earn a college degree within six years, 
Uplift graduates are persisting toward that college degree 
at a higher rate. Our ultimate goal is a college degree for 
all of our graduates.   The enthusiasm for this goal can be 
seen each year at our College Signing Day Event and in any 
classroom within our network.  

We know that time is a precious commodity, but even a small 
amount of your time can be impactful.  Uplift has a variety of 
opportunities to work with our schools and scholars, whether 
you simply spend 30 minutes reading to a child or share your 
life experience as a mentor to a high school scholar. We hope 
you will consider not only sharing your time and talent, but 

Your dollars will be used to continue to develop new 
practices to further increase scholar achievement and, best 
of all, we will share those results with others so the impact 
can multiply.  At Uplift, we believe in expanding educational 
opportunities for all children in North Texas. Please consider 
a gift to help us put our beliefs in action.



Tony Dona*
Chairman of the Board
Partner, Thackeray Partners
Melissa McNeil*
Vice Chair
Community Volunteer
Kay Allen

 
Aspen Wealth Management
Cristina Barbosa
Community Volunteer 
Kevin Bryant
Chief Counsel, Crow Holdings 
W. Carey Carter*
Retired Partner, Deloitte & Touche
George Conant
Partner at Tortilis Partners
Cathleen Crews
Banker at JP Morgan Private Bank
Catherine Estrada
Community Volunteer
Angela Farley
Vice President of Public Policy 
and Education, Dallas Regional 
Chamber of Commerce
Ossa Fisher
Senior Vice President of Strategy  
and Analytics, Match.com 
Daniel Flaherty
President, Gemmy Industries
Richard Frapart
CFO, Mount Kellett Capital 
Management 
Christine Frary
Community Volunteer
Ardo Fuentes
Financial Advisor,  
Merrill Lynch & Co. 

Michael Giles
President, Right Management
Alan LeBlanc
Vice President of Sales and 
Marketing, RAM Surgical Supplies
Dawn Mann
Founding Principal,  
Break of Day Design
Ryan Moss*
Partner, Perella Weinberg Partners
Stuart Ravnik
Ph.D., Associate Dean, Graduate 
School of Biomedical Science,  
UT Southwestern
Randall Ray*
Partner, Munck Wilson Mandala, 
LLP
Srikanth Srinivas
SVP Solution Innovation, 
Medecision
Josh Terry*
Managing Director,  
Highland Capital
Bruce Ware
Director Joint Ventures, 
Davita Healthcare Partners
Mary Ellen Weber
Managing Director,  
Stellar Strategies, LLC 
Donell Wiggins*
Community Volunteer
Marnie Wildenthal
Community Volunteer 
Abigail Williams
Community Volunteer 

*designates the voting  
 Board of Governors 

Board & Donors

Without the generosity of our donors, Uplift would not 
be able to provide an education for the 12,000 scholars 
enrolled in 2014–15. We extend a heartfelt thank you to 
the following donors for their generous support. 
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Adams
Ms. Kelsey Adams
Ms. Sherry Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Agnich
Ms. Katherine Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Alvarado
Ms. Yasmine Alvarado
Ms. Sara Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Anderson

Mr. Dru Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Arenas
Ms. Lizzeth Baho
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Elizabeth Baker
Mr. John Bakewell
Ms. Ann Barbier-Mueller
Ms. Alejandra Barbosa
Ms. Robin Barnes

Ms. Jayda Batchelder
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Bazzle
Ms. Rebecca Beasley
Ms. Heloise Beauchamp
John and Pamela Beckert Family Foundation
Benchmark Bank
Ms. Tiffany Bennett
Ms. Christy Berry
Ms. Gale Berry
Mr. and Mrs. Vikrant Bhatia
Mr. Vinod Bhatia
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Bigham
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bird
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Black
Blessings in a Backpack
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Bloementhal
Ms. Elizabeth Boeing
Ms. Jane Bolin
Mr. Houston Bolin
Mr. Ross Bolin
The Boone Family Foundation
Ms. Stephanie Bray
Dr. Eric Bricker
Ms. Carolyn Brim
Ms. Stephanie Brink
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Brown
Ms. Virginia Brown
Ms. Rita Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Bryant
Mr. John Buck
Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy
Mr. Benito Cabrera
Ms. Janet Calkins
George T. Cameron Educational Foundation
Capital One
Ms. Allison Carlisle
Ms. Codi Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. W. Carey Carter
Ms. Dee Carter
CBRE
Celanese Foundation
CFP Foundation
Mr. Eric Chan
Charter School Growth Fund, Inc.
Ms. Stephanie Chen
Cherokee Crossroads, Inc.
Ms. Jill Chesnut
A.L. Chilton Foundation
Clouse Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. Sultan Cole
Communities Foundation of Texas
Compass Professional Health Services
Mr. and Mrs. George Conant
Ms. Carter Conway
Ms. Carmen Cortelyou
Mr. J. Colby Craig

Ms. Cathleen Crews
Mr. Robert Crews
Ms. Felice Crocker
Ms. Helene Cronin
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Crow
The Dallas Foundation
Dallas Regional Chamber
Dallas Women’s Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dardick
Mrs. Julia Davila
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Davis
Mr. and Mrs. John Deal
Mr. and Mrs. John Delatour
Ms. Melissa Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Derkson
Ms. Angie Dickson
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dodd
Ms. Cynthia Dominguez
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
Ms. Stephanie Dona
Ms. Michelle Dunlap
Mr. Scott Eames
Ms. Caroline Eastman
Ms. Ashley Edge
Educate Texas
Mr. Brian Egnew
Ms. Cindy Eichenholz
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Elder
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Ellerman
Mr. Robert Engstrom
Ms. Susana Escobedo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Estrada
Mr. Collin Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Farley
Mr. Corbin Ferrell
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Ficke
Ms. Gail Fischer
Mr. and Mrs. Andersen Fisher
Mr. Daniel Flaherty
Mr. and Mrs. C. Peter Flynn
Ms. Vicki Ford
Ms. Taylor Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Frapart
Ms. Christine Frary
Mr. and Mrs. Ardo Fuentes
Ms. Jenny Galbraith
Ms. Claire Galpem
Dr. Catalina E. Garcia, M.D.
Ms. Rosie Garcia-Belina
Ms. Carolyn Getridge
Mr. Steve Giddens
Mr. Michael Giles
Mr. Don Glendenning
Ms. Christina Goldberg
Goldman Sachs

The Mike and Mary Terry Family Foundation

The Morris Foundation

FOUNDATION
t h e  w i l l i a m s  f a m i l y

We thank our Board of Directors for the 2015–16 school year 
who will help guide the strategic direction of our network.  



Ms. Josette Gonzales
Mr. Leonardo Gonzalez
Ms. Jessica Gooch
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Good
Ms. Laura Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Gray

Ms. Jayne Grimes
Ms. Stephanie Hagen
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hall
Ms. Kristi Hall
Ms. Marilyn Halpin
Hamon Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hardin
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Harding
Ms. Allana Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Harrison
Ms. Diane Hawkins
Ms. Shelia Hawkins
Hawn Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Head
Mr. Timothy Headington
Ms. Christina Heitz
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Helfrich
Mr. and Mrs. John Henry
Ms. Katherine Henry
Ms. Linda Hernandez
Mr. Stanley Herrin and Mrs. Elizabeth Small
Highland Capital Management
Highlander Partners, L.P.
HKS Architects, Inc.
Hoak Foundation
Hoblitzelle Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hobson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hood
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Horton
Ms. Patricia Houck
Ms. Julie Houseman
Mr. John Hubbert
Ms. Marilyn Hubble
Ms. Leeanne Hunt
Ms. Brittany Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Hunt
Ms. Michelle Hunt
Mr. Brian Hurd

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Innamorati
Ms. Robyn Jackson
Ms. Kathryn Jenevein
Ms. Shelby Johnson
Ms. Adline Joseph
Ms. Barbara Jane Kaplan
KDC Real Estate Development and 

Investments

Ms. Terrie Kelly
Ms. Jean Ketchum
Ms. Michelle Kinder
Kinder Morgan Foundation
Ms. Katherine Knight
Ms. Talia Kolasinski
Ms. Carol Kondos
Mr. and Mrs. David Kraft
Ms. Victoreen Kraft
Mr. Robert Kraft
Mr. Michael Krywucki
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Alan LeBlanc
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Ledbetter
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Leonard
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Liukonen
Ms. Pamela Loewenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lombardi
Ms. Joni Louis
Ms. Jessica Mabry
Mr. Hung Mach
Mr. and Mrs. Evans Mank
Mr. and Mrs. George Manning
Mr. and Mrs. Dustin Marshall
Match.com
Matejek Family Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Tom Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Murray McCabe
Ms. Janet McCarty
Mr. and Mrs. Mike McColm
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan McCrory
Ms. Terry McCullough
Mr. and Mrs. John McFarland
Mr. and Mrs. Barry McNeil
Ms. Melissa McNutt
The Meadows Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mendenhall
Ms. Anne Mercer
Merit Energy Company
The Miles Foundation
Mr. Jonathan Miller
Ms. Katherine Mills
Mrs. Ruth Ann Montgomery
The Morris Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Mosle, III
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Mosle, Jr.
Harry S. Moss Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Moss
Mr. and Mrs. Will Mundinger
Mr. Robert Murchison
Ms. Jordan Mutchler
Ms. Mariana Navejas
Mr. Brian Nelson
Mr. Michael Nettleton
Ms. Elizabeth Newman
Mr. Barry Olson

The Hillcrest Foundation

The Posey Leadership 
Enhancement Fund

Jake L. and Nancy B. Hamon Charitable FoundationThe Perot Foundation

The Rowling Foundation

Ms. Claudi Osorio
Mr. Lee Owens
Mr. David Peffer
Ms. Nancy Phipps
Ms. Stephanie Pinkston
Ms. Caroline Pinkston
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Popolo
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Porter
Ms. Jordan Pratt
Mr. and Mrs. John Puckett
R4 Foundation
Mr. Terry Ragland
The Rainwater Charitable Foundation
Ms. Nithya Ramaswami
Mr. Thomas Randers
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Ravnik
Mr. Randall Ray and Mr. Victor Ray
Ms. Anne Reeder
Ms. Gabriela Resendez
Ms. Veronica Reyes
Ann L. & Carol Green Rhodes Charitable 

Trust
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Roach
Ms. Elizabeth Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Robinson
Ms. Emily Robles
Mr. Rick Rodman
Ms. Luz Rodriguez
Mr. Robert Rolfe
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rosalez
Rowling Foundation
Mrs. Leigh Sansone
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Sallman
Ms. Lynn Rossi Scott
Mr. Christopher Schatzman
Mr. Lee Schaufele
Ms. Alexandra Schloss
Mr. Scott Schoenvogel
Schoolhouse Realty, Inc.
Schusterman Family Foundation
Mr. Frederic Scripps
Ms. Leeanne Seely
Ms. Ann Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Sheehan
Ms. Monica Shortino
Ms. Kathy Shuford
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Shuford
Ms. Tova Sido
Ms. Devon Skerritt
Ms. Margery Skorburg
Ms. Wendy Skorburg
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sloan
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Smart
Dr. Randlow Smith, Jr.
Mr. Brian Smith

Ms. Ashley Smith
Ms. Anna Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Smith
Mr. Ben Smith
SNAP! Event Productions
Ms. Nancy Snell
Ms. Elizabeth Sprunt
Mr. Srikanth Srinavas
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Stadtler
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Stevenson, II
Mrs. Janet N. Stiles
Ms. Ginger Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sturdivant
Summit Financial Group, Inc.
Mr. John Szklarski
Taco Bell
Mr. Brice Tarzwell and Mrs. Connie Stamets
Mr. William Taylor
Ms. Lavonda Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Terry
Ms. Sarah Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Jere Thompson, Jr.
Ms. Nicole Tietz
Tiny Bee Gift Co.
Toolbox for Education
Mrs. Scott Turpin
Ms. Heather Underwood
Vanberg Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Verret
Mr. Sam Vives
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Waggoner
Mr. and Mrs. David Wallenstein
Ms. Lucy Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ware
WCS Oil & Gas
Mr. and Mrs. Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wensinger
Mr. Carl Wermuth
Ms. Ashera Westbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Wiggins
Mr. Earl Wiggs
Dr. and Mrs. Kern Wildenthal
Mr. Greg Wilkinson
Mr. Ray Wilks
Todd and Abby Williams Family Foundation
Mr. Jamal Williams
Ms. Susan Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Williams
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson
Ms. Dixie Ann Wilson
Mr. Jason Winningham
Mr. and Mrs. James Yoder
Mr. Michael Young and Mrs. Cristina Barbosa
Mr. Randall Skattum
Ms. Loyd Zisk



Thank You
for taking the time to learn about Uplift Education

To volunteer, contact:
Cassie Hubbert

Fundraising and Signature Events Manager 
volunteer@uplifteducation.org  

or (469) 398-0084

To donate to Uplift Education, please visit:
www.uplifteducation.org/donate

For corporate gifts, partnership 
opportunities, and school tours, contact:

Deborah Bigham  

dbigham@uplifteducation.org 
or (469) 621-8493

Uplift Education
1825 Market Center Blvd., Suite 500 · Dallas, TX 75207

www.uplifteducation.org
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