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GOING TO 5 GRADE

Summer Packet

Scholar’s Name: _______
Summer Package Deadline: Please return to your new classroom teacher on the
first day of school, Monday, August 9th. Por favor regrese a su nuevo profesor de
clase el primer día de clases, lunes, 9 de agosto.

Math Summer Assignment
30 minutes/4 days per week on Zearn or Exact Path
my.classlink.com/uplift
What else can I do this s mmer

Ask someone you know about how to
set up a weekly or monthly spending
budget. Create one for yourself based
off of an income that you create.

Track any income that you make
from helping out others. Deduct
your expenses and record your
daily/weekly balance.

If you take a road trip, or even staying
local, write down how far you travel.
Draw a map with a scale of your travels.
Bonus- research and find facts about the
places you visit.

Math Tech Program

Time Spent

Measure all of the ingredients when
cooking a meal (especially the liquids in
the measuring cup). Challenge yourself
to double or cut the recipe in half and
find the new measurements.

Time yourself or someone else
running. Record the times and order
them from fastest to slowest. Do
repeated trials and find the average
speed.

One Thing I Learned

Math Tech Program

Time Spent

One Thing I Learned

Independent Learning Format
Part I: Comprehension / Re ection/Response to Reading
Questions*
Part II: Literac Choice Board Acti ities
Part III: Language De elopment Worksheets
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Part I: Comprehension/ Re ection/Response
to Reading
Questions

DISCUSSION GUIDE
BY

PAM MUÑOZ RYAN

ILLUSTRATED BY

PETER SÍS

ABOUT THE BOOK
Neftalí
eftalí is a dreamer. He loves words,
birds, forests, and the sky. But
ut his father
expects him to be practical, concentrate
on his studies, and prepare for a career in
business. Slowly Neftalí
eftalí learns to believe
in himself, defy his father, and trust his
own vision…a vision that makes him
grow up to become one of the foremost
poets of the twentieth century.
This
his imaginative exploration of the boyhood of Pablo Neruda
eruda takes readers on a
rare journey of the heart and imagination,
and brings hope and confidence to every
child who has struggled against the odds
and dreamed of a larger world.

BEFORE READING
DING
Look up information about the country of Chile—its geography, climate,
political history, and indigenous people, especially the Mapuche. Find out what is unique
about the part of the country near the city of Temuco, where most of this story takes place.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why does Father forbid Rodolfo to sing and Neftalí to daydream? What is the effect on the entire
family when Father is at home?
2. What is the significance of Neftalí losing his mittens and his father’s hat in the first chapter?
3. Why does Rodolfo say about Father that he passes out invitations (to dinner) like overripe plums?
What kind of man is José Reyes and why does he try to control his family so completely?
4. Compare Neftalí’s father with his uncle Orlando. How are these men alike and how are they
different?
5. Why is Neftalí’s first trip to the forest so important to him? How does the trip affect his
relationship with his father and his understanding of his own nature?
6. What is the significance of the chucao bird that Neftalí hears in the forest? See a picture of
this bird: www.arthurgrosset.com/sabirds/chucaotapaculo.html

7. Throughout the story, the author has inserted bits of poetry. Discuss the meaning of this
question in the Forest chapter:
Which is sharper? The hatchet that cuts down dreams?
Or the scythe that clears a path for another?
Why is that phrase inserted in this chapter?
8. Who do you think is the mysterious child who leaves the toy sheep for Neftalí? Why don’t
they meet? Why is the sheep so important to Neftalí when he doesn’t even know who gave
it to him?
9. What does Neftalí learn about himself during the trip to the ocean and his summer there?
Discuss the poetry inserted in the Lagoon chapter: “From what are the walls of/ a sanctuary
built?/ And those of a prison?” Identify the sanctuaries you have found in your own life.
10. Why is the wounded swan so important to Neftalí and why is he reluctant to share it with
his sister Laurita? What does it mean to them when they do take care of the swan together?
11. Discuss the effect on the children of the swimming routine in the ocean. What feelings does
Neftalí have toward his father at the end of the summer?
12. Why does Guillermo ask Neftalí to write to Blanca for him? How does she know who
actually wrote the letters?
13. What is the importance of thirteen-year-old Neftalí’s job with his uncle? Why is Uncle
Orlando’s newspaper office burned to the ground? What does Orlando mean when he says,
“many whispers can make a very loud noise”?
14. Find out more about the Mapuche Indians in Chile. Discuss their importance in this story.
Compare their history to other examples where indigenous people have been displaced, or their
rights violated, by new settlers and the spread of industrial society.
15. Discuss the question: “Is fire born of words/ Or are words born of fire?” How does this
question relate to the fire in the newspaper office and the later time when Father burns
Neftalí’s notebooks?
16. Discuss Neftalí’s comment that his father was “so controlled by his own past that he dared not
allow anyone he loved to control their own future.”
17. What prompts Neftalí to start to use the name Pablo Neruda? Discuss the question: “Does
a metamorphosis begin/ from the outside in/ Or from the inside out?” What is Neftalí’s
metamorphosis? What events of his childhood do you think are the most significant in shaping
his character as a man?
18. How do the illustrations in this book further your understanding of the words and ideas
presented here? What part does the artist play in your experience of the story?

FOR FURTHER READING
Chile (Enchantment of the World series), by Michael Burga. Children’s Press, 2009.
Chile, by Charles J. Shields. Mason Crest Publishers, 2009.
Chile in Pictures, by Francesca Davis Dipiazza. Twenty-First Century Books, 2007.
Culture and Customs of Chile, by Guillermo I. Castillo-Feliu. Greenwood Press, 2000.
Birds of Chile (Princeton Field Guides), by Alvaro Jaramillo.
Illus. by Peter Burke and David Beadle. Princeton University Press, 2003.
Mariana and the Merchild: A Folk Tale from Chile,
by Caroline Pitcher. Illus. by Jackie Morris. Eermans, 2000.
To Go Singing Through the World: The Childhood of Pablo Neruda,
by Deborah Kogan Ray. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2006.
When I Was a Boy Neruda Called Me Policarpo: A Memoir, by Poli Delano. Trans.
by Sean Higgins. Illus. by Manuel Monroy. Groundwood Books,
ooks, 2006.

WEB SITES
Events of Neruda’s
eruda’s life with photographs of his early years:

www.fundacionneruda.org/ing/biografia_ingles1904.htm
Compare Temuco
emuco today with the town where Neftalí grew up:

http://www.geographia.com/chile/temuco01.htm
General information about native people of Chile:

www.beingindigenous.org/

Learn more about the Mapuche
apuche people of Chile:

www.mapuche-nation.org/english/main/feature/m_nation.htm
For teachers – information on sharing poetry with students:

www.poetryfoundation.org/programs/children.html
http://poetryforchildren.blogspot.com/

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Pam Muñoz Ryan has written more than thirty books
for young readers, and has garnered many awards
including NEA’s Human and Civil Rights Award, the
Virginia Hamilton Literary Award, the Pura Belpré
Medal, the Jane Addams Peace Award, and the
Schneider Family Award. Before becoming a writer,
she worked as a bilingual teacher and an administrator,
and has a master’s degree in education. She lives with
her husband about thirty miles north of San Diego
near the Pacific Ocean.
Photo credit Sean B. Masterson 2010

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
Since coming to America from Czechoslovakia,
Peter Sís has worked as an artist and in film before
becoming a children’s book author and illustrator.
He has won the Sibert Award and three Caldecott
Honors for his picture books including Starry Messenger: Galileo Galilei, Tibet Through the Red Box,
and The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain.
He lives in New York City with his family.
Photo credit Palma Fiacco Fotografin

ALSO BY PAM MUÑOZ RYAN

Becoming
Naomi León
Hardcover

Esperanza Rising

Paint the Wind

Hardcover

Hardcover

Riding Freedom

Illustrated by Brian Selznick
Paperback

Paperback

Paperback

Paperback

To order The Dreamer
reamer (978-0-439-26970-4, $16.99)
contact your local bookstore or usual supplier.
Teachers and librarians may order from Scholastic, P.O. Box 7502,
2931 East McCarty Street, Jefferson City, MO 65102,
or call toll-free 1-800-SCHOLASTIC.

Discussion Guide prepared by Connie Rockman, Youth Literature Consultant,
adjunct professor of children’s and young adult literature, and Editor of the 8th,
9th, and 10th books in the H. W. Wilson Junior Authors and Illustrators series.

www.scholastic.com

SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.

In the largest of worlds, what
adventures await the smallest of ships?

www.scholastic.com
SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.

Part II: Literac Choice Board Acti ities

Book Report Choice Board
Direc ions Choo e a lea
ac i i ies f om he boa d
ha o o ld like o do af e o ha e ead he
book Plea e be a c ea i e and de ailed a o ible
Yo ma crea e i digi all or on paper

Imagine the book is
being made into a movie
Write the script for the
movie trailer
Perform the trailer and
record it or prepare to
perform in class
Create a diorama or
other D structure that
depicts a major scene
from the book Include
the scene description
Must include characters
setting and plot
elements

Create a collage with a
mi of images and text
Must represent
knowledge of characters
setting and plot

Conduct a fictional
interview of the main
character Write at least
questions ou would
ask related to the stor
and the character s
responses to the
questions You may act
out and record a skit of
the interview
Write a blog reviewing
Create or research a
the book Talk about
recipe that would relate
what ou liked disliked
to our book Provide the
about the plot
recipe and a description
characters and the
of how it relates to the
setting time period Who book You may cook and
would ou recommend it include a picture of the
to Or not
finished product from
the recipe

Design a comic strip that
depicts a major scene
from the book Must be
images and te t neat
and sequential

Create a test about the
book s characters the
setting and plot Must be
a variet of questions
Include the answer ke

Design a movie theatre
poster advertising the
book Be sure to include
the plot elements
setting and characters in
the poster Provide a
grabber summar to get
others to read the book

Summer Reading
Bingo Choice Board
Book with a female
protagonist
Scary
book

Female author

biography

Book with a
Book that
number in the
became a
title
movie
Book recommended Book set in the A book more
by a friend
future
than 20 years
old
Book with a 1-word
Book with a
Book about a
title
male
social issue
protagonist
Title

Author

Dates

This Photo by

Historical fiction
Mystery

Funny book

Book with
nonhuman
characters
Bingo box
category

Part III: Language De elopment Worksheets

